
Thermoplastics Elastomers. 
A Comprehensive Review 

IV. R. Legge, G. Holden and 
H. E. Schroeder (Eds.) 
Carl Hanser Verlag, distributed by 
John Wiley and Sons Ltd, 
Chichester, UK, 1987, 
vii+ 574 pages, £77.20 
ISB N 3-446-14827-2 

This book is a timely and welcome 
addition to the literature of one of the 
fastest growing fields of rubber tech- 
nology. Industrially based authors active 
in research and development of 
thermoplastic elastomers have contri- 
buted to a well designed set of reviews in 
the following subject areas: thermoplastic 
polyurethanes (Bayer); polystyrene- 
polydiene block copolymers (Shell); 
polyolefins (DuPont); elastomer- 
thermoplastic blends (DuPont); dynami- 
cally vulcanized blends (Monsanto); 
polyesters (DuPont); polyesteramides 
and polyetheramides (Dow); polyether 
block amides (ATOCHEM); ionomerics 
(Surlyn) (DuPont); applications (Shell); 
and hydrogenated block copolymers 
(Shell). 

Academic contributors also provide a 
sound theoretical base in the book by 
writing on the following active research 
areas: anionic triblock copolymers; 
ionomefic systems; block copolymer 
theory; modelling elastic behaviour of S-- 
B-S; interfacial activity; order~lisorder 
transitions; chain conformation in block 
copolymers; model studies of segmented 
block copolymers; compatibilization of 
polymer blends; novel block copolymers; 
history of thermoplastic elastomer 
studies; and future trends. 

A readable, informative book has 
resulted which is gratifyingly self- 
contained and well illustrated. Each 
chapter has been divided into subsections 
by title and within each subsection are 
listed keywords alphabetically with a 
page number for each. This technique 
avoids the confusion of a single universal 
term, such as 'hard segments', having 
many page reference numbers. The value 
of this book as a single reference source is 
thus much increased. 

Most of the original research was 
carried out in the USA in its substantial 
industrial rubber research laboratories 
and hence the majority of authors are 
based in North America. The general 
editors are to be congratulated in 
obtaining from all contributors a clear, 
lucid, writing style without trade names 
and jargon dominating the text. A 

pleasant style feature is the way polymer 
science principles are used to explain 
property trends in each of the elastomer 
series described. 

Printing quality is excellent and the 
book is properly bound with a reinforcing 
spline. The price is high and hence 
presumably educational and company 
libraries will be the prime purchasers. 

This is a good, well edited and designed 
book which brings together diffuse 
concepts and data in the thermoplastic 
rubber field and will be valuable to both 
research and application scientists and 
engineers. 

C. Hepburn 
(University of Loughborough)  
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In the not too distant past polymers were 
prized (and not infrequently cursed) by 
electrochemists for their insulating 
properties and their electrochemical 
inertness. However, in recent years both 
ionically and electronically conducting 
polymers have become available and our 
understanding of the mode of action of 
polymer-modified electrodes has in- 
creased greatly largely as a result of the 
elegant work of Albery and Saveant. On a 
more practical level, it appears that the 
commercial coming of age of perfluoro 
ionomer membranes will lead to far- 
reaching changes in the chlor alkali 
industry. A good working knowledge of 
both electrochemistry and polymer 
chemistry is required for a proper 
understanding of the topics, and with this 
in mind two general introductory 
chapters are provided. The first of these 
serves as a brief introduction to the basic 
principles of electrochemistry including 
electrodics. Although this is a complex 
subject no references are made to some of 
the excellent modern texts which are now 
available in this field. Chapter 2 likewise 
deals with the basic principles of polymer 
science which are then applied to the 
particular case of ion conducting 
solvating polymers in the next chapter. 
This is followed by way of a complete 
change by a chapter dealing with the 
application of electronically conducting 
polymers as electroactive materials in 

batteries. Their high conductivities, 
reversible redox behaviour and total 
insolubility has opened the door to the 
development of potentially cheap secon- 
dary batteries capable of deep charge 
discharge cycling exhibiting specific 
energies as high as 300Whkg -1. The 
number of electronically conducting 
polymers is still increasing and it is hoped 
that future volumes in this series will deal 
with the synthesis, structures, properties 
and uses of these interesting systems. 

The major part of this volume is 
devoted to a comprehensive review of 
polymer-modified electrodes. No less 
than 597 references, mostly post 1980, are 
used to review a field of no less 
remarkable for the depth of its theoretical 
insights as it is potentially useful in its 
application to electrosynthesis, elec- 
trocatalysis and sensors to mention just a 
few of the topics covered in this 
outstanding review. 

The last chapter is devoted to the 
preparation, structure-transport re- 
lationships and applications of per- 
fluorinated ionomer membranes. Al- 
though these materials were developed 
originally for use in the chlor alkali 
industry, they are increasingly used in 
other processes and some wider 
discussion of their properties and uses 
would have been useful. 

Overall the book constitutes a useful 
compilation of material that is not readily 
available in any other form and should be 
of interest to polymer chemists, material 
scientists and electrochemists who wish 
to keep abreast of this rapidly developing 
field. 

R. H. Dahm 
(Leicester Polytechnic) 
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Although this book is based on the 
papers presented at the symposium on 
Polymer Surfaces and Interfaces under 
the auspices of the RSC and SCI at 
Durham in 1985, the individual articles 
manage to be both comprehensive and 
readable and are clearly intended to 
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